Clinical Section 469 reveal any abnormality. The radiograph of the sinuses showed a fluid level in the right antrum. On aspiration, this fluid was clear and full of cholesterol crystals. He was seen again in January 1941, when his hearing was worse. In addition to this, he had noticed a central scotoma of the right eye since the summer of 1940, which was followed at Christmas by slight distortion of the central vision of that eye, and "whirling" in the centre of the right field.
On examination in January 1941 his face was puffy and he looked pale. His B.P. was 95/65. He was of normal intelligence, with an average memory, but showed signs of slow cerebration. In all decisions he was dependent on his wife. At times he was melancholic, and depressed, and complained of claustrophobia and lack of power of concentration. There were no headaches, convulsions or faints.
He was investigated as follows: Radiograph of skull normal. Audiogram, bilateral inner ear deafness (Mr. F. C. Ormerod). Left eye amblyopic; right eye central region of fundus resembles that seen in familial macular abiotrophy (Best's disease) of the type (presenile) associated with the name of Behr (Mr. Arthur D. Griffiths). Re-examination in 1944 and in 1946, and again in March 1947, did not reveal any abnormality. He is still taking thyroid in small quantities, 1 grain per week.
Comment.-This combination of inner ear deafness and central blindness was unusual. The investigations as described above in detail were necessary to find out the cause. All the tests showed an abnormally low result, as is found in certain glandular disturbances, e.g. thyroid deficiency and anterior lobe deficiency. Normal sexual functions were against a pituitary disturbance. Further, the knowledge of the presence of cholesterol crystals in his antrum, and the presumed deposit of cholesterol in his retina seemed to point to a thyroid deficiency. Psychological abnormalities which this patient showed from 1926 to 1941 until the commencement of the thyroid treatment have not been stressed. They too form part of this syndrome. 24.6.46: Admitted to hospital with large ulcer involving skin of lumbar region measuring 11 cm. x 20 cm. No glandular involvement.
3.7.46: Biopsy from ulcer of back; report-basal-celled carcinoma with a tendency to squamous metaplasia. 15.7.46 to 23.9.46: X-ray therapy to back. 140 kV. Surface dose maxinum. 5400 r (spaced) over 70 days.
Progress.-Involved area on back has healed slowly-has de'veloped local recurrence at one corner [January 1947].
Arteriovenous Fistula Without a History of Trauma.-C. G. ROB, M.Ch., F.R.C.S. Regular Sergeant R.A.F., aged 24. For six years he has noticed a vibration above his right clavicle. He has not taken any notice of this and has had good health up to the present time. Some ten years ago he had a'blow on the back of the head but has had no other trauma to the neck and no penetrating wound.
He was admitted to hospital on 27.2.47 with a history of a sudden constriction in his chest at night which had been aggravated by deep breathing. He had "funny" feelings of the right leg and the whole of the right side with muscular spasms. The spasms lasted about half a minute. The pain in his chest persisted and spread to his throat where he had an aching feeling, and down the left arm on the inner side as far as the elbow. He was seen by a medical officer who heard a loud praecordial friction rub at the base and he was admitted as a case of pericarditis. An E.C.G. did not show changes suggestive of coronary thrombosis. His Wassermann was negative. His B.S.R. was 8 mm. in one hour (Westergren). His white count was 11,600, 81 % polymorphs, falling in one week to 5,600, with 49% polymorphs. A throat swab grew h2emolytic streptococci.
He has a loud murmur occupying systole and diastole with a systolic accentuation below and above the right clavicle. This murmur is conducted up the line of the carotid vessels to the base of the skull, it is not conducted into the arm or below the third rib on the right side of the chest. There is a localized thrill above the
